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Shawnee Hills Wine Trail: 12 wineries, one
terrific road trip
August 30, 5:39 PM Chicago Road Trips Examiner Rochelle Paul
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Family owned, personal attention are among the reasons

the 12 wineries/vinards of The Wine Trail are a worth while

destination (Photo courtesy of Shawnee Hills Wine Trail)

The green and lush rolling hills of southern Illinois,
rich full vines draped with plump grapes, sunny days
and romantic sunsets provide the backdrop to the
wineries along the Shawnee Hills Wine Trail. 
Twelve distinct settings from which to choose, 12
personalities to invite and tempt you to come in and
stay awhile.

Choose one, choose them all, but choose to include
the Shawnee Hills Wine Trail as part of your next
road trip.

As fall begins to reach out and touch with her chilly
fingers, and leaves melt like butter into brilliant
burning color, consider traveling to this rural setting
in Jackson and Union Counties for Labor Day and
the Fall Festival.

Southern Illinois blends into Missouri and Kentucky down here.  This is a simpler part of the state, a
place where strip malls and traffic don't overwhelm the senses as much as the northern end of the
state.  That's why, here along the Wine Trail, you'll find a handsome setting for this palatable
experience.

A short drive from neighboring states, practically in the backyard of Southern Illinois University, this
is God's country, and you'll love not just the drive, but the views, the people, and the wine.

This year's Fall Festival will be held for the first time in Cobden, Illinois, the heart of the Wine Trail,
featuring a variety of award winning wines from all 12 wineries.  Down Town Park in Cobden is the
setting, bubbling with quintessential small town shops, historical homes and Main Street U.S.A to
highlight this picturesque and movie-stage home of the Festival.

Live music will be a part of the festivities, while visitors stop into fall and enjoy the day.

Can't make the Festival?

That's alright.  The wineries of the Shawnee Hills Wine Trail can be a separate visit unto
themselves.

Since 1995 when three of the Trail's Wineries came together to tap into the tourism potential of the
area, The Shawnee Hills Wine Trail has been welcoming visitors to the area.  From those original
three, the Trail has grown to include 12 award winning Wineries for your pleasure and

Sunday, August 30, 2009
Blue and white of Penn State,
blue, gold and green of Notre
Dame, white and orange of
Illinois, gold and black of Iowa,
blue and yellow of Michigan, …

Sunday, August 30, 2009
This Labor Day weekend, all 51
Bass Pro Shops invite you and
your family for an end-of-the-
summer hurrah. Step into the
fun and Willy-Wonka-Disney, …

YOUR AD HERE

Recent Articles

Fall, college football, home-team, tailgating
steps off Labor Day weekend

Road Trip to Bass Pro for Labor Day

All Articles »

Related Slideshows

LATEST SLIDESHOW  MORE

SLIDESHOWS

 

Search articles from thousands of Examiners

 

Chicago  Travel  Chicago Road Trips Examiner

Select your city

http://www.examiner.com/mobilesplash.html
http://www.examiner.com/my_examiners.html
http://www.examiner.com/Chicago-Travel_Examiners.html
http://www.examiner.com/Chicago-weather.html
http://www.examiner.com/Chicago-weather.html
http://www.examiner.com/
http://www.examiner.com/
http://www.examiner.com/about_examiner/
http://www.examiner.com/
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.examiner.com/x-5514-Chicago-Road-Trips-Examiner
http://www.examiner.com/blog/includes/AddtoMyExaminers.cfm?blogID=5514&height=150&width=380&modal=true&TB_iframe=true
http://www.examiner.com/x-5514-Chicago-Road-Trips-Examiner?showbio
http://www.examiner.com/x-5514-Chicago-Road-Trips-Examiner
http://www.examiner.com/x-5514-Chicago-Road-Trips-Examiner~y2009m8d30-Fall-college-football-hometeam-tailgating-steps-off-Labor-Day-weekend
javascript:doNothing();
http://www.examiner.com/x-5514-Chicago-Road-Trips-Examiner~y2009m8d30-Shawnee-Hills-Wine-Trail-12-wineries-one-terrific-road-trip#
javascript:donothing();
http://rss.examiner.com/RSS-5514-Chicago-Road-Trips-Examiner.rss
http://www.examiner.com/x-5514-Chicago-Road-Trips-Examiner~y2009m8d30-Shawnee-Hills-Wine-Trail-12-wineries-one-terrific-road-trip#
http://shawneewinetrail.com/contact.html
http://www.examiner.com/x-5514-Chicago-Road-Trips-Examiner~y2009m8d30-Fall-college-football-hometeam-tailgating-steps-off-Labor-Day-weekend
http://www.examiner.com/x-5514-Chicago-Road-Trips-Examiner~y2009m8d30-Road-Trip-to-Bass-Pro-for-Labor-Day
http://www.examiner.com/advertise/
http://www.examiner.com/x-5514-Chicago-Road-Trips-Examiner~y2009m8d30-Fall-college-football-hometeam-tailgating-steps-off-Labor-Day-weekend
http://www.examiner.com/x-5514-Chicago-Road-Trips-Examiner~y2009m8d30-Road-Trip-to-Bass-Pro-for-Labor-Day
http://www.examiner.com/x-5514-Chicago-Road-Trips-Examiner
http://www.examiner.com/x-5514-Chicago-Road-Trips-Examiner~y2009m8d30-Shawnee-Hills-Wine-Trail-12-wineries-one-terrific-road-trip#featured_slideshow
http://www.examiner.com/x-5514-Chicago-Road-Trips-Examiner~y2009m8d30-Shawnee-Hills-Wine-Trail-12-wineries-one-terrific-road-trip#slideshow_list
http://www.examiner.com/ExaminerSlideshow.html?entryID=477048
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3899/0/0/%2a/v;216450808;0-0;1;32108640;3454-728/90;32749662/32767539/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.ziptothere.com/promo/ag9017_palace.html
http://www.examiner.com/
http://www.examiner.com/Chicago-Travel.html
http://www.examiner.com/editions.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3899/3/0/%2a/r%3B216450800%3B0-0%3B2%3B32108640%3B7849-301/250%3B32977646/32995523/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.ziptothere.com/promo/ag9017_palace.html


Join your hosts along the Shawnee Hills Wine Trail 

(Photo courtesy of Shawnee Hills Wine Trail)

Romantic getaways are just one of the options for visiting the wine

trail  (Photo courtesy of Shawnee Hills Wine Trail)

three, the Trail has grown to include 12 award winning Wineries for your pleasure and
consideration.

So celebrate Labor Day, immerse in a midwestern
fall, or just set out to sample some of Illinois' wine,
and set off along the Shawnee Hills Wine Trail.

Your host Wineries are:

Alto Vineyards.  The Renzaglia Family are your
hosts at the Vineyard, set in the foothills of the
Shawnee National Forest.  With a second tasting
room in Champaign, Illinois near the University of
Illinois campus, you have two options for trying their
wines.  With award-winning wine on the table, you
are sure to find something to tempt the palate.

Blue Sky Vineyard.  Along the eastern end of the
Shawnee Hills Wine Trail, you'll find Tuscany in
Illinois.  With food options and events also available
on site, the Blue Sky Vineyard offers more than just a taste of wine to wet your whistle.

Hedman Vineyards.  Located in the town of Alto Pass, this vineyard is in the fruit and wine country
of Southern Illinois.  More than just a vineyard, experience Hedman's B&B, cafe, gift shop or walk
the town as you immerse yourself in the opportunities that abound.

Inheritance Valley Vineyard.  Since they opened for sales in 2003, this vineyard has taken pride in
its winery: small, simple and simply good wines (see their website to prove it).  With a range of
wines on the menu, you're taste buds will delight at the offerings.

Owl Creek Vineyard.  When the Genung Family welcome you to their winery, they welcome you to
a place literally with roots in the region's first vines.  Taking the reins of Owl Creek from Ted
Wichman, its founder, and that original planter, (Ted was co-founder of the Wine Trail and still tends
the grapes of Owl Creek) the Genung family grew the output from 3000 gallons to 12,000 gallons of
quality wines.  Owl Creek is part history, part future.

Pomona Winery.  Locally grown fruit is at the
heart of these award winning wines.  Tree
lined rural roads lead you to the front door,
the tall wooden structure, home of the wine
tasting, and the green lawn expanse are all a
part of the experience.  Bring a picnic, choose
your wine, and enjoy.  Oh, and don't forget
your dogs; Pomona Winery is dog friendly.

StarView Vineyard.  Since 2006 and their
first vintage, this family owned and operated
winery has been award winning, taking back
to the vines over 80 medals.  A tasting room
with gourmet treats, and gift shop
compliments the pastoral setting, with a pond,
and the horizon filled with trees.  Enjoy their
festivals and fairs right there on site.

Von Jakob Vineyard.  Here is "little Germany" in Illinois.  The Jacob's welcome you to their two
locations.  Special events are offered year round, a gift shop, your private events, and more make
up the facilities.  Their more than 20 varieties of wine are what they're all about.  Wines are also
available at 120 retail sites state-wide.

Kite Hill Vineyards.  Escape to this B&B and winery for a getaway, or a fun and festive time. 
Enjoy the area, then step into the peace of Kite Hill, and before slipping off to bed, enjoy a
complimentary wine tasting.  With a lake to watch, turtle to observe, sunsets to admire, and wine to
enjoy, Kite Hill invites you to do it all.

Orlandini Vineyard.  With its roots planted back in 1988, the Orlandini's have been offering their
wares to the public since 2001.  This vineyard is a "high light" of the Wine Trail, Sitting on one of
southern Illinois' highest ridge tops.  Stop by, meet vineyard dog, Vinnie, and enjoy a glass of
"homemade" wine.

Today 31 01 02 03 04

Cirque Shanghai: Bright Spirit

30 Aug 2009 - 2 pm
Pepsi Skyline Stage at Navy
Pier
More special event »

Family Fun Festival 
Millennium Park

Block Party 
Chicago Children's Museum

U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds - the
edge

Things to see and do

See all Events »

Online Travel Sites

Expedia

Orbitz

Hotwire

Priceline

Travelocity

54 Online Travel Sites to Bookmark Now

Sports

Chicago Cubs

Chicago White Sox

Chicago Bears

Chicago Black Hawks

Chicagoland Speedway

Convention Centers

McCormick Place Chicago

Donald E. Stephens Convention Center

Pet Travel

PetEdge

PetSmart

Kurgo

Dogtravel Company

Fido Friendly

RVing

GoRVing.com

Good Sam Club

Camping World

http://shawneewinetrail.com/contact.html
http://www.altovineyards.net/
http://www.blueskyvineyard.com/
http://www.peachbarn.com/
http://www.inheritancevalley.com/
http://www.owlcreekvineyard.com/
http://www.pomonawinery.com/
http://www.starviewvineyards.com/
http://www.vonjakobvineyard.com/
http://www.kitehillvineyards.com/
http://www.orlandinivineyard.com/index.html
http://events.examiner.com/index.aspx?exmkt=chicago&showdate=8-30-2009&days=1
http://events.examiner.com/index.aspx?exmkt=chicago&showdate=8-31-2009&days=1
http://events.examiner.com/index.aspx?exmkt=chicago&showdate=9-1-2009&days=1
http://events.examiner.com/index.aspx?exmkt=chicago&showdate=9-2-2009&days=1
http://events.examiner.com/index.aspx?exmkt=chicago&showdate=9-3-2009&days=1
http://events.examiner.com/index.aspx?exmkt=chicago&showdate=9-4-2009&days=1
http://events.examiner.com/index.aspx?exmkt=chicago&market=chicago
http://events.examiner.com/venue.aspx?venue_id=5339&perf_id=1209259&exmkt=Chicago
http://events.examiner.com/venue.aspx?venue_id=5339&perf_id=1209259&exmkt=Chicago
http://events.examiner.com/venue.aspx?venue_id=5339&perf_id=1209259&exmkt=Chicago
http://events.examiner.com/venue.aspx?venue_id=35561&perf_id=1376342&exmkt=Chicago
http://events.examiner.com/venue.aspx?venue_id=35561&perf_id=1376342&exmkt=Chicago
http://events.examiner.com/venue.aspx?venue_id=9030&perf_id=1613872&exmkt=Chicago
http://events.examiner.com/venue.aspx?venue_id=9030&perf_id=1613872&exmkt=Chicago
http://www.examiner.com/ExaminerSlideshow.html?entryID=477048
http://events.examiner.com/index.aspx?exmkt=chicago&market=chicago
http://www.expedia.com/daily/home/?semcid=13172-1&eapid=13172-1&kword=travel%20sites!e;1504561301XxXx9872602%7C1%7C1504561301%7Ctravel%20sites%7C
http://www.orbitz.com/App/PrepareVacationsHome?gcid=S11287x431&source=sr&type=k&WT.mc_id=e4311&WT.mc_ev=click&WT.srch=1&keyword=travel+sites_e&DCSext.mc_kw=travel+sites&gclid=CNyuqvHquZkCFQ6jagodf0cT5Q&ef_id=1590:3:s_559e3661291b3e926ecd445fbfcfa6f5_1824855045:rqN18dBkLAoAAD2qcC0AAAAX:20090323195754
http://www.hotwire.com/index.jsp
http://travel.priceline.com/default.asp?rdr=1&refid=PLgooglecpc&refclickid=travel_sites_e&gclid=CO_gj6vruZkCFQkzawodJGCl4w&session_key=3F0011AC400011AC2009032320434155fb70570533
http://leisure.travelocity.com/Promotions/0,,TRAVELOCITY%7C5255%7Cmkt_rocky,00.html?WA1=01010&WA2=GL&WA3=travel+sites&WA4=B&WA5=NT&WA6=Gen&WA8=56193703_71.209.189.92%3A1237839028861
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/02/01/AR2008020101379.html
http://chicago.cubs.mlb.com/index.jsp?c_id=chc
http://chicago.whitesox.mlb.com/index.jsp?c_id=cws
http://www.chicagobears.com/index.html
http://blackhawks.nhl.com/
http://www.chicagolandspeedway.com/
http://www.mccormickplace.com/
http://www.rosemont.com/donald_e_stephens_convention_center.php
http://www.petedge.com/home.jsp
http://www.petsmart.com/
http://www.kurgo.com/products/bsb.html
http://ow.ly/b8MD
http://www.fidofriendly.com/travel-tips/
http://www.gorving.com/
http://www.goodsamclub.com/
http://www.campingworld.com/index.cfm?affiliateID=577&siteID=8hJTXlwH.xk-aaFSr1BiD8eg_G.pGWPYqg


Related Articles:
Updated: Will Hurricane Jimena threaten
Mexican resorts?

Emmett Till's casket to be shown at the
Smithsonian

Chicago Shoreline Marathon highlights big
Chicago adventure travel weekend

See a Windy City Thunderbolts game during
the final week of the season

Professional beach volleyball comes to
Chicago

YOUR AD HERE

"homemade" wine.

Hickory Ridge Vineyard.  Settled on the western edge of the Wine Trail, this family owned and
operated winery welcomes you to its cozy setting.  Raising their own grapes is just part of the charm
of this winery.

Rustle Hill Winery.  This is where log rustic meets sophisticated winery.  Stop by for a glass of
wine, or stay in one of the log cabins.  Sit under the stars, sip on your wine, watch a concert from
the hillside, and overlook the pond.

With twelve wineries to choose from, each offering their own unique personality, each different, yet
all about the wine, a trip to the Shawnee Hills Wine Trail in southern Illinois offers each visitor a
day, a weekend, or a week of beauty, peace, and an almost endless choice from the area's award
winning wines.

Travel Safe...

    Be sure to check out my other column, Travel Marketing Examiner
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